Audience Awareness Paper


Pick a simple technical topic or concept you already understand well enough to explain.  Select a topic from the sample list below or choose your own.
Choose five of the audience types listed below.  Write a short (2-3 paragraph) explanation of your topic for each audience.  Also, write a brief explanation (anywhere between a sentence and a paragraph) of your approach to explaining the concept to each audience.  If you have an idea for a different audience than any listed below, come see me to have it approved.
Audience Types (choose five):                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       0020
1.   A classmate at Washington University in a non-engineering major

2.   A recognized expert in the selected field 

3.   A coworker or peer in the selected field
4.   One of your grandparents, or a friend or relative over 70 years old 

5.   A high school freshman (14 to 15 years old) studying the concept for the first time

6.   A first grader (6 to 7 years old) 
7.   The CEO of a Fortune 500 corporation 
8.   A small business owner in your hometown
Some Sample Topics: 
·  A scientific law or concept (entropy, gravity, photosynthesis, etc.) 

·  What makes a common machine or device work (a telephone, radio, TV, microwave, light bulb, etc.) 

· The rules of a game or sport (baseball, football, hockey, tennis, chess, Scrabble, etc.) 
Think carefully about each audience and consider the following issues as you write: 
· Appropriate tone (informal, professional, academic…)

· Appropriate vocabulary 
· Level of technical detail to include
· What the audience already knows, if anything  

· Appropriate examples
· Appropriate graphics, if applicable (tables, graphs, diagrams, photographs…)
· Probable attention span

· Areas of individual interest 
Some Techniques for Writing to Different Audiences

Fellow Wash U engineering student or coworker in engineering: peer-to-peer relationship 

· Formal, informal or even familiar tone (depends on nature of relationship)
· May include technical terms and concepts (possibly formulas) 

· May mix technical comparisons and examples with general life comparisons and analogies - possibly related to studies or college experience/workplace experience
· Can be moderately complex in wording and structure 

· Medium length 
First grader (6-7 years old) 

· Simple wording and structure 

· Simple, non-technical comparisons and examples 

· Unintimidating, engaging tone 

· Short, concise 
Recognized expert in field 

Method A: Detailed 

· Predominately technical vocabulary-jargon acceptable

· Includes proofs and evidence (formulas likely) 

· Technical rather than general examples 

· May provide complex or in depth analysis and/or detail 

· Formal, generally serious or scholarly tone 

· Generally focuses on specific area of interest 

· Medium to lengthy 
Method B: Shorthand 

· Technical vocabulary and jargon—may include formulas 

· Gives summary explanation only—no examples or comparisons and few details.  Assume readers possess all necessary background knowledge 

· Formal, generally serious or scholarly tone 

· Short, concise 
Co-worker with college education (different field) 

· Professional tone 

· Clear, straightforward wording and structure 

· May use technical terms and formulas, but include definitions and important background 

· Avoids unnecessary detail 

· Uses general examples and comparisons rather than highly technical examples 

· Gears explanation to the other person's interests, if possible. 

· Medium to short 
Your Grandparent or other Elder 

· Formal or informal, but respectful tone . 

· Uses general life comparisons and analogies: attempts to relate material to technology of the elder's generation. 

· May use technical terms and formulas, but always include definitions and important background first 

· Gears explanation to other person's interests and experience, if possible. 

· Medium length 
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